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Remarks

 By 

DR. FRANCIS SANG, CBS
(Executive Secretary)

Honourable Hon. Sheikh Mussa Fazil HARERIMANA, Rwanda Minister for Internal Security; 

Senior Rwanda Government Officials; 

Ms Jacqueline Seck-Diouf, Director, UNREC;

Ms Fiona Lortan, Acting Director, Defence & Security Division, Africa Union;
ACP Joel NDAHIRO, Rwanda National Focal Point Coordinator;
National Focal Point Coordinators from RECSA Member States; 

Representatives from Inter-governmental organizations – ICGLR and IGAD;
Representatives of Civil Society Organizations;

Members of the Media;

Distinguished Participants;

Ladies and Gentlemen,


Allow me, on behalf of the Secretariat of the Regional Centre on Small Arms and Light Weapons in the Great Lakes Region, the Horn of Africa and Bordering States (RECSA), and on my own behalf, to express deep appreciation to the Government of Rwanda for hosting this regional seminar on small arms and light weapons brokering.

Let me also take this earliest opportunity to express sincere thanks to our esteemed Guest of Honour for gracing the opening ceremony of this meeting and to thank all distinguished Participants for their attendance. 

Our Guest of Honour, 
This regional seminar brings together representatives from the sub-region and is aimed at discussing various issues on brokering from a national, regional and international perspective. The ultimate goal of the seminar is to initiate regional dialogue and to open channels for cooperation between the various RECSA Member States in enhancing brokering control measures. 

Also in attendance are other regional organizations, civil society organizations, and the UN. Facilitators from outside the RECSA region will share experiences with participants on the global challenges, interventions and best practices. 

Member States will be given a chance to share their experiences in implementing brokering regulations in their countries. 
Under the United Nations Programme of Action on Small Arms and Light Weapons (UNPoA) and Article 11 of the Nairobi Protocol, signatory States commit themselves to establish national systems and legislation to counter illicit brokering and regulate dealers and brokers in small arms and light weapons.
The RECSA Best Practice Guidelines for the Implementation of the Nairobi Declaration and the Nairobi Protocol on Small Arms and Light Weapons provides a number of guidelines as recommendations for the implementation of Article 11 of the Nairobi Protocol. 
Whereas national regulations remain the cornerstone of effective action against illicit brokering, so far none of the RECSA Member States have put in place specific legislation to control the trade in small arms. Nevertheless controls exist for the import and export of goods, among them small arms. These will be discussed in presentations by the Member States on the procedures used in-country to regulate the purchase and sale of small arms. 
As many countries are in the process of reviewing their small arms legislation in line with the Nairobi Protocol, it is expected that the Protocol’s provisions on small arms brokering will feature in the new laws to comprehensively address the issue.

We look forward to fruitful deliberations over the next two days as we come up with concrete ways of cross border collaboration towards more effective controls in of brokering of small arms and light weapons. 
Lastly, on behalf of the Regional Centre on Small Arms I wish to thank the following donors for their support to the implementation of small arms programmes in the region: the Governments of Germany (through the EAC/GTZ collaboration), Norway, Netherlands, Japan and UK through DFID.
Special thanks go to the Governments of the United States of America for supporting this regional seminar on small arms and light weapons brokering. 
With those few remarks I thank you
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